
EDITORIAL & PRODUCTION SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY
FOCUS: Breeding & Tack
BOOKING DEADLINE: December 7, 2018 
MATERIAL DEADLINE: December 12, 2018
SPECIAL COVERAGE: Royal Winter Fair  
and Royal West gallery of winners  
& Photo Contest winners
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: BC Equine Education  
Summit & Alberta Horse Conference

MARCH
FOCUS: Horse Shows & Nutrition
BOOKING DEADLINE: January 14, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: January 16, 2019
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: Can Am Equine  
Expo (ON)

APRIL
FOCUS: Fashion & Health
BOOKING DEADLINE: February 14, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: February 20, 2019
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: Mane Event (AB)

MAY
FOCUS: Trailering & Hoof care
BOOKING DEADLINE: March 14, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: March 19, 2019

JUNE (Hunter/Jumper Issue)
FOCUS: Tack & Grooming
BOOKING DEADLINE: April 15, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: April 17, 2019

JULY (Eventing Issue)
FOCUS: Natural Horse Care 
BOOKING DEADLINE: May 14, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: May 16, 2019
SPECIAL COVERAGE: Pan American  
Games preview

AUGUST (Dressage Issue)
FOCUS: Hoof Care & Dentistry
BOOKING DEADLINE: June 14, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: June 18, 2019
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: Spruce Meadows  
Masters (AB)

SEPTEMBER
FOCUS: Fall Fashion & Nutrition
BOOKING DEADLINE: July 15, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: July 16, 2019
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: Spruce Meadows  
Masters (AB)
  
OCTOBER
FOCUS: Horse Blankets & Healthcare 
BOOKING DEADLINE: August 15, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: August 19, 2019
SPECIAL COVERAGE: Pan American  
Games Report
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: Mane Event (BC)

NOVEMBER
FOCUS: Gifts
BOOKING DEADLINE: September 16, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: September 18, 2019
BONUS DISTRIBUTION: Royal Agricultural  
Winter Fair (ON)

DECEMBER
FOCUS: New Technology
BOOKING DEADLINE: October 15, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: October 16, 2019

CANADIAN HORSE ANNUAL 2020 
BOOKING DEADLINE: October 24, 2019
MATERIAL DEADLINE: October 30, 2019
SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION & AD RATES
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They say you should find what you love and let it kill you; 
if that’s true, then this spring I’ll happily take death by 
aubergine.

No joke, guys. It’s everywhere you look these days. The 
cool greys and muted nudes of yesteryear have given way to a 
cacophony of all the pinks and purples in every form. From rose 
to mauve to blush to maroon, generally speaking, if it looks like it 
would make a killer lip colour, now’s the time to wear it. 

In the ever-traditional equestrian world, however, breaking out 
your finest blush might seem easier said than done, and going 
full Barbie is maybe not for everyone, but this trend can be easily 
done in small (or big) doses. 

Step one is to think about shade and hue. Whenever a colour is 
having a moment, remember that no shade is an island – it’s part 
of a vibrant extended family with undertones and saturations to 
consider. Just like a good lipstick purchase, the hue you choose 
should be more than just an arbitrary attempt to be hip with the 
kids. What looks good on you? A blueish mauve? A warm blush 
pink? If you think about your skin tone, your hair, and your 
current wardrobe before you start shopping, you’ll be able to 
make more confident and thoughtful purchases, and are much 
less likely to end up with the dreaded buyer’s remorse.

by Stefania Evans

Despite its fifty shades, 
grey is on the way out 
and making room for 

berry tones
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Alessandro 
Albanese 

MotionLite 
Competition Jacket 

in Hunter Green

Horse Pilot Arial  
Shirt in White

Cavalleria Toscana 
Midrise Hunter  
Breech in Tan

Street & Saddle 
Italian Wrangler 
Belt in Chestnut

For those looking to ease into the pink pool toe-by-toe, the 
simplest way is with shirting. For the particularly timid (or 
hunters), this classic shirt from Horse Pilot features mauve detailing 
at the cuff and shoulders (and around one buttonhole, how cute!), 
enough to add interest without offending the judge’s eye. I especially 
love the combination of mauve with an olive or military green; the 
MotionLite jacket from Alessandro Albanese is essentially mesh, 
making it virtually impossible to overheat in, and boasts one of my 
all-time favourite jacket features: a zipper behind the button placket 
which totally eliminates any unflattering pulling or bubbling. I’m 
also loving the buckle on this belt from Street & Saddle; it adds just 
the tiniest bit of a cowgirl vibe. Very Thermal. 

HS_April18.indd   53 2/27/2018   9:21:29 AM

and various fundraisers throughout the year. “We 
start by doing group emails to our riders and their 
families and to our volunteers, says Karen Swantje, 
sponsorship organizer. With students in 180 lessons 
a week, plus staff and 150 volunteers, emails land in 
a ton of inboxes.

Create a clear but captivating subject line 
containing words that distinguish your message 
from the rest. (The word 'horse' might be a good 
starting point!) Keep email content crisp and clean 
by using short paragraphs and/or bullet points.

Be sure you have permission to email the people 
on your list. If you use electronic channels to 
promote or market your organization, products, or 
services, Canada’s new anti-spam law may affect 
you (fightspam.gc.ca).

3. Facebook is your friend
PRDA’s next step? “To broaden 

our reach, each of us uses our 
Facebook accounts,” says Karen.

Of all the social media networks 
available, Facebook, with 1.7 
billion users, stands as the king 
of free promotion. If your business 
or organization already has a page, post event 
details, photos and videos on a regular basis, or 
create a specific Facebook “event” page. Ask friends 
and followers to like and share your page and 
posts. Also, make sure to cross-post to equine or 
community Facebook groups.
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Event Marketing 
on a Budget
10 free (or nearly free) ways to  
promote your equestrian event
by Nicole Kitchener

You’re hosting an upcoming show, 
fundraiser, clinic, or other type of equine 
event and need to get the word out. 

However, your marketing budget is so tight it’s 
actually nonexistent. Luckily, there are several no- or 
low-cost technological and traditional approaches 
that can help you promote your event.

DIGITAL STRATEGIES
1. Websites work

If your barn or facility 
already has a website, use this 
ready-made real estate to post 
details about your show or 
happening, clearly outlining 
the who, what, why, and 
where, either on the home page, a dedicated 
event page, or even better, both.

For a one-off type affair such as a charity 
fundraiser, set up a free professional-looking event-
specific website in no time using a platform such as 
Wix and SiteBuilder (see top10bestwebsitebuilders.
com).

2. Email blasts
Studies show email campaigns 

can attract a lot of attention. The 
British Columbia therapeutic riding 
organization Pacific Riding for 
Developing Abilities (PRDA) in 

Langley and Vancouver hosts a two-day horse show 
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4. #hashtagsareimportant
Create a hashtag (e.g. 

#horsesportshow2018). Use it when 
posting on Facebook or other social 
media networks – Twitter, Instagram, 
or Linkedin, for example. A good 
hashtag can help spread buzz about your event, make it 
easier for people to search for and share information, and 
allow you to track online mentions.

5. Piggy-back promotion
Tag onto someone else’s newsletter or 

information outreach for free publicity.
“We are very lucky to have an active and 

involved provincial body, Horse Council 
BC,” says Karen, who regularly takes 
advantage of the council’s public relations 
tool. “Their monthly newsletter, sent to 

all members electronically or via snail mail, 
features an upcoming events section.” Even if an 

organization charges for space in their newsletter, the cost 
is usually low or you may be able to work out a trade. 

6. Under the influencers 
Connect with popular equine and community bloggers 

and podcasters and social media ambassadors – industry 
influencers, as they’re called – and ask them (shamelessly) 
to feature your event.

Don’t Forget To: 

 Use all those fun photos you 

took at previous events. Be sure to 

identify the people in the pictures 

and tag them if you can. 

 Create a highlight reel from 

prior events to post on your 

website and social media accounts.

 Flaunt the testimonials – if 

you have positive comments 

from attendees or speakers from 

previous events, use them! 

 Provide a button for attendees 

to share a tweet or post when 

they land on your thank-you 

page after registering.

 Share stories and post 
behind-the-scenes photos and videos during the lead-up to 
your event. Even if the road 
is not smooth and things go 
awry from time to time, it 
can generate some online buzz!

Fightin’ Fillies  
Get Famous

The Fightin’ Fillies, a team registered with the 
Canadian Cancer Society - Relay For Life in the 
City of Kawartha Lakes, ON, saw hard work pay 
off when their annual Ham Dinner and Loonie 
Auction copped a mention on CBC's Rick Mercer 
Report. Member Christina Handley was surprised 
and delighted. “I did LOTS of free advertising on 
any and all social media platforms I could and 
I posted on every newspaper and radio station 
website. They all usually offer free listings for 
community events. I talked about it everywhere 
and people were good enough to share my 
posts. I got a call one day from Rick Mercer’s 
production staff (about one week before 
the event) asking if it would be okay if they 
mentioned my event. Hell yah!! I was so excited 
and so caught off-guard that I did not ask how 
they found out about it!”
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Brilliant advice for a 
shiny healthy coat, from 

the inside and out

Groom
& Bloom!
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Some horses, such 
as stallions like this 
Oldenburg, Sandros 
Heir, may have a slight 
advantage in the shine 
department due to 
hormones or breed.
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“A shiny horse is a healthy horse. But 
wait a minute ... you can create shine 
with product. An overweight or 

underweight horse can be shiny, but his weight 
indicates a less-than-ideal state of health. So the 
opposite is true: a healthy horse is a shiny horse.”

So says Liv Gude, creator of proequinegrooms.
com, a website devoted to networking and 
resources for professional grooms (with great 
tips for horse owners in general). She notes that 
your horse’s coat indicates a little bit about what’s 
going on inside him, as well as environmental and 
seasonal influences, your grooming practices, even 
his genetics.

Liv offers the following tips for stunning show 
coats that will have people reaching for their 
sunglasses.

The Health Factor
  Your horse’s diet must be balanced for his age, 
exercise level, hay quality and type, access to 
pasture, past medical history, the type of soil he 
lives on ... the list goes on. Dietary imbalances 
reduce performance and appearance. An equine 
nutritionist and/or your veterinarian can help 
you figure things out. 
  Consider his internal parasite load. As the ability 
for parasites to become impervious to wormers 
increases, fecal testing can ensure you are 
worming for the types of worms your horse has. 
Working from a set schedule is unnecessary and 
can contribute to parasite resistance. Your vet 
can help you out on this one.
  Then there is your horse’s external parasite load. 
Mange, rain rot, bacterial infections, weird horse 
skin crud, can all dampen the shine on your 
horse.
  A dull coat doesn’t necessarily mean your horse 
has worms or an improperly-balanced diet, so 
it’s worth a conversation with your veterinarian 
about what you are noticing and how to go 
forward in case he or she feels it might be a 
more serious medical issue. 
  As horses age or struggle with other health 
issues, you might notice a dulling of the coat. 
For older horses, it’s a good idea to do some 
bloodwork to be sure all systems are go. This 
just gives you the inside peek into brewing 
issues that might be causing a dull coat, such as 
pituitary problems. 

Elbow Grease
  I receive a lot of questions about shine. The 
answer: elbow grease, a lot of it. Using your 
curry gloves or rubber curry comb first brings 
the dust and dander up. Use the dandy or stiff 
brush after, otherwise you are just moving the 
dust around. 

Make Your Own Hay Wisp
-  Lay dampened, soft long-stemmed grass hay out  

down the barn aisle in a pile about 20’ long x 1’  
wide x 6” deep

-  Begin rolling and twisting it until you have a rope  
about 6’ long

-  Create two loops at one end of the rope, one loop 
slightly larger

-  Braid the two loops and the tail of the rope together, 
keeping the loops tight

-  Dampen the finished product and compress it by stepping on it
-  The hay wisp should be firm and small enough to hold in one hand

There is no magic 
solution for a shiny 
coat – it is all about 
putting the work in.

  Curry, brush, curry, brush, keep going … You can 
also dampen your dandy or stiff brush and this 
will get more dust off. 
  Note: Avoid metal curry combs. They are not 
forgiving at all, have no flexibility to them, and 
can be painful for a sensitive horse. Even if your 
horse does like it, avoid using a metal curry comb 
over any bony areas like the shoulders, hips, or 
below the elbow and stifle joints.  
  A hay wisp (see below) is an almost-forgotten art 
of weaving damp hay into a handheld wisp to be 
brushed and rubbed along the lay of the coat for 
mega-shine. The modern-day alternative to a hay 
wisp is the cactus cloth. 
  A tea towel is the next best thing to create shine, 
then perhaps a super short and tightly bound 
natural finishing brush or sheepskin mitt. This 
adds another layer of shine.

CL
IX

PH
O

TO
.C

A

HS_June18-REVISED-April23.indd   49 4/24/2018   9:59:30 AM


